
Tuesday 01/17/2023
Week 2

Performing Arts Class
Lesson 11 Grandma Moses - Life is What We Make It
Arts Standards & Common Core Connections

TH:Cr1.1.4.c Imagine how a character might move to support the story and given circumstances in a drama/theatre
work.
TH:Pr4.1.4.b Make physical choices to develop a character in a drama/theatre work.
TH:Pr6.1.4.a Share small-group drama/theatre work, with peers as audience.
TH:Cn10.4 Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art.
TH:Cn10.1.4.a Identify the ways drama/theatre work reflects the perspectives of a community or culture.

The learners will...

identify movement as described in a variety of content areas and respond through movement.

use body and voice to portray characters or demonstrate mood or setting.

discuss how theatre arts can express ideas from other content areas (for example in today's lesson it is social studies)

discuss drama as an expression and record of human experience.

demonstrate responsible audience behaviors and responsible responses to a creative work of art.

PA-VA CONNECTION (PA-VA): Ms. Glenn and I will both be exploring the artist, Grandma Moses, the Artists
Habit of observe, and the art vocabulary words - foreground, middle ground, and background.

COMMON CORE Standard: Literacy.RL.3.3 - describe characters in a story and explain how their actions
contribute to the sequence of events. Literacy.RL.3.7 - explain how specific aspects of a text's illustrations
contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a story.

Literacy.RI.3.7 - use information gained from illustrations and words in a text to demonstrate understanding of
the text.

Vocabulary
observe- to look closely and see things that may otherwise not be seen

tableau- a representation of a picture, scene, by one or more persons suitably posed

foreground- the point of view that is nearest to the observer, especially in a picture or photograph

middle ground- the middle distance of a painting or photograph

background- the area or scenery behind the main object
Essential Question
Essential Questions?

TH:Cr1.1.4. - What happens when theatre artists use their imaginations and/or learned theatre skills while
engaging in creative exploration and inquiry?

TH:Pr4.1.4. - Why are strong choices essential to interpreting a drama or theatre piece?
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TH:Pr6.1.4. - What happens when theatre artists and audiences share a creative experience?

TH:Cn10.1.4 - What happens when theatre artists foster understanding between self and others through critical
awareness, social responsibility, and the exploration of empathy?
Lesson / Instruction / Narrative
Grandma Moses

* While setting up materials and loading up my Google Slides on the computer, have the students at their group
tables discuss different traditions that their family doesd. (If needed, discuss what the word traditions means.)

Opening Chant - Performing Arts

Teacher: What time is it?
Students: Performing Arts Time

Teacher: What time is it?
Students: Performing Arts Time

Teacher: I am an ARTIST (Sign in ASL)
Students: REPEAT

Teacher: With a focused MIND
Students: REPEAT

Teacher: And a caring HEART (Sign in ASL)
Students: REPEAT

Teacher: And responsible hands (Sign in ASL)
Students: REPEAT

Everybody: YO (end in your pose of choice that is school appropriate)

Hook
"And life is what we make it, always has been, always will be." - Grandma Moses What do you think this means? (After
the students have shared their responses and we have discussed, I will tell them that the artist who said this was known
as Grandma Moses. She was a self-taught artist who didn't start painting until she was much older, at the age of 78.)

Expectations/Context/Purpose
"Through our arts today, while practicing theater, we are going to explore the artwork of Grandma Moses and use our
bodies to recreate some of her famous paintings."

Warm-up/Modeling/Improvisation
"First, let's begin by warming up our bodies and minds." Tell the students that we are going to play the theatre game,

Night at the Museum. Just like in the movie, there will be a security guard (the teacher) and famous historical artifacts
(the students) that they are pretending to be. The security guard will enter the museum (the classroom) after hours and
walk through the museum shining a flashlight on all the various artifacts in the museum. As the security guard walks
around, the students are frozen as anything they would like to be (needs to be appropriate for school) and the students
may only change levels or positions when the security guard cannot see them. They may not leave their spot only
change levels. Discuss what levels are and why they are important in a work of art. After playing for a little bit, the
security guard chooses a student who did the best job playing the game and the student chosen gets to be the security
guard and the teacher becomes an artifact. Repeat this one or two times.

Guided Studio Time - Introduce Vocabulary: observe, tableau, foreground, middle ground, background
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"Let's take a look at some of Grandma Moses' paintings. What do you observe about the paintings?" (Discuss with the
students the common theme of a rural setting and farm life. Tell the students that artists generally use what they know
about (i.e. culture, various experiences) when creating their artworks.

Demonstration
* Demonstrate a tableau for the students. A few students will be chosen to help me with recreating the image in

the picture. We will call this activity, "This scene needs a ..."
• Decide what object in the painting you will become or would like to add to the painting.
• Observe where in the painting your object is or where you would like to place it. (Is it part of the foreground, middle

ground, or background of your painting?) Practice how you will position your face, body, etc.
• Freeze in position when the audience calls out, "Action!" (Have the students who are the audience, clap their hands

out in front of them like a director's clapboard and shout out action.
Studio
◦ Students will break into groups of 4-5 people.
◦ Each group will be given a painting of Grandma Moses that they will use for their tableau.
◦ Groups will share ideas and opinions on how best to create the scene and be given time to practice.
◦ I will be monitoring the groups and once everyone appears to be ready to present we will go into our performances.

Performance Time
◦ Students will be called up by their groups and take turns performing their tableau for their picture. (Remind the other

students about being a responsible audience during each group's performances!)
◦ Ask the groups after performing, "What was the main idea in your painting and what facts can you observe in the

painting to support that idea?"
◦ After all the groups have performed their tableau, ask the students to predict the outcome in each group's assigned

paintings.
CC: "Just like in Reading, writers use drama as an expression and record of human experiences.
In theater, actors convey emotions that go along with human experiences."

Student Self-Assessment
"Artists tend to create art about what...?; What experiences or things in your life would inspire you in your art?"; "Looking
at the Artists Habits of Mind, explain how you had the mind of an artist today."

Closing
"Thank you artists for your hard work in our art studio today. Let's all take an ending bow together!"
Sing together the Good-bye Song: "Na, na, na, na, na, na, na, na, hey, hey, hey, - goodbye...
Formative Assessments

Direct Observation
Purposeful observation of an art performance task which can be documented by note taking, digital media, or checklists.
Leadership
Looking at students who show leadership - can assist Peers with their work and or show leadership in small group work.
Oral Discussions
Students participating in conversations, Think-Pair Share, or conferences in groups or one to one with a peer or teacher.
Visual Representations
Images and words to represent concepts and organize information through means such as Visual Journaling, Graphic
Organizers, Mind Maps, or Infographics.

Instructional Strategies
s Monitor Progress
s Review
s Work Together
s Check for Understanding

Materials / Resources / Technology
Surface Pro with Google Slides Document
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Performing Arts Expectations
Grandma Moses paintings
Grandma Moses hand-out

Differentiation / Modifications
Hands-On materials
Provide hand-outs
Flexible Grouping
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